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Computers are not important. What can be done with them is.   







Steven Jobs, CEO, Apple 
Steven Jobs provided much of the driving force behind innovations in the Computer Industry and the Entertainment World. He embraced the technology of the time and pioneered developments in Computers, Entertainment and popular culture, leading to a huge impact on the world of Education in a digital age. 

Steven Paul Jobs was born in San Francisco, California, on February 4th 1955. He was adopted by Paul and Clara Jobs one week after birth. His birth mother was graduate student and his father, a visiting Syrian student who later went on to become a professor of Political Science. Jobs attended Cupertino Middle School and Homestead High School and attended lectures after school at Hewlett Packard in Palo Alto, where he was later hired. While at HP he met and worked with an electronics enthusiast 4 years his senior – Steve Wozniak. In 1972 Jobs enrolled in Reed College in Portland Oregon, but dropped out after a year, partly because of concern for his parents’ finances, and partly to find himself. In a later address at Stanford, Jobs related an irony – his birth mother wanted him to be adopted by college graduates. When she found out that both his adoptive mother and his adoptive father had dropped out of high school, she refused to sign the adoption papers. She relented only when they promised that they would send him to college. After dropping out, Jobs continued to attend some lectures at Reed, most notably those in calligraphy.

In Summer of 1974 Jobs returned to California and began attending meetings of the HomeBrew Computer Club with old friend Steve Wozniak. He took a job as a technician at Atari, in order to save money to backpack around India in search of enlightenment. However, he contracted dysentery and had to return to the US and resume working for Atari.   The experience in India made him continue to wear traditional Indian clothing for years. Once back in the USA, he continued to  work at Atari, and collaborated on the design of a circuit board with Steve Wozniak for the game BreakOut, which Wozniak had designed. During this time Jobs and Wozniak ventured into their first private business partnership – building and selling blue boxes a finding of the 1960s, that enabled free long distance phone calls by using the signal produced by a whistle included in packages of Captain Crunch cereal.
Around this time, Jobs became interested in Wozniak’s hobbyist designs of computers. He persuaded Wozniak to go into business selling computers that they built in Job’s home. Wozniak agreed and thus was born Apple Computers, on April 1st 1976. . The name came from the orchard Jobs loved to spend time in as a child. 
The price of the pioneering Apple 1 was $666.66 – so priced because Steve Wozniak liked repeating digits. The computer was a hit and was followed by the Apple 2. A disk drive was designed for the Apple 2 and this enabled programmers to write code for it, adding to the success. In 1979, VisiCalc, the first spreadsheet program ever was released to run only on the Apple 2 – this vanquished competition.  By December of 1980 Apple Computer became a publicly traded company and Jobs and Wozniak became millionaires. The Apple 2 was embraced by academia. 

After the huge success of the Apple 2, Steve Jobs began working on the Apple Lisa, so called after his first daughter. The Lisa was based on the GUI Apple had pirated from the Xerox research center located on-campus at Stanford. The Xerox executives saw no future in the interface their designers had developed – with folders, windows and the use of a pointing device called a mouse. 

Apple Computer continued to expand and in 1983 Jobs hired John Scully, former CEO of Pepsi Cola, as CEO of Apple Computer. Jobs had a mission to change the staid nature of the Computer Industry, and it seemed to him that  IBM epitomized this. In 1984 he staged an Apple commercial during the Super Bowl, featuring a female athlete throwing a hammer through a screen showing the movie 1984, depicting IBM. Days later on January 24th 1984 Jobs introduced the Macintosh, with an OS comprising the first commercially successful, mouse-supported,Graphical User Interface. The OS continued the design of the Apple Lisa’s Operating System. The Mac was the first commercially available PC to encompass extended typography. Steve Jobs designed this as a result of his Calligraphy classes at Reed.
At this time Jobs was head of the Macintosh division. A demanding and temperamental boss, he would fire employees at will, and they began to use the term ‘I’ve been Steved’ to describe this. Eventually John Sculley all but fired him in May of 1985, due to internal power struggles, a slump in sales, and Jobs’ overall temperament and treatment of staff. Company morale was low, but while many employees feared Steve Jobs, many continued to see him as a visionary.

After being relieved of his duties at Apple, in 1986 Steve Jobs did 2 things. The first was to buy George Lucas’s Industrial Lights and Magic Company, later Pixar. The second was the formation of the Next company, with 5 of his former colleagues at Apple Computer, and financial support from himself and billionaire and former Texas minister of Education, Ross Perot. Sculley tried to sue Next, unsuccessfully. 
The Next Cube was too expensive and flopped, and it’s comparatively cheaper successor, the Next Workstation also flopped. As a result, Jobs abandoned the hardware and then focused on the Object Oriented Software at the core of the Next OS. This had a major impact on the development and use of the Object Oriented philosophy and Programming languages. From small beginnings, Object Oriented languages developed as the choice of academia and subsequently business, due to the central ideas of encapsulation and reuse of natural programming entities, modeled on real world objects.
The little known Pixar proved to be a jewel for Jobs, and led to the November 1995 Thanksgiving release of Toy Story. Disney/Pixar’s movies have had a tremendous influence on this generation, and thus the class room. The technology, creativity and imagination that went into the design and development of these movies have unfolded and inspired literature, the arts and technology in the class rooms ranging from elementary to high school and college.
Around this time Apple Computer was at the lowest ebb it had ever been and was facing stiff competition from Microsoft. By comparison, Steve Jobs was on the rise. The ailing Apple Computer, under the guidance of a new CEO decided to invest in an Object Oriented software strategy. It decided to buy Next and bring back the founder, Steve Jobs as an informal advisor. However, the informal advisor went on to purge both the existing CEO and the board of directors, becoming interim CEO first, and then dropping the interim bit. 
In August 1997 at MacWorld, Jobs announced a partnership with Bill Gates – a $150 million investment in Apple from Gates and a promise to release future versions of Office for the Mac platform.

On May 6th 1998, Jobs released the iMac, a cult phenomenon and stunning success for Apple. 
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Steve Jobs and the iMac
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In 2001 Apple announced the Aqua interface and NextStep/Unix based Operating System, OS X, below. On October 23rd of this year, Steve Jobs presented the iPod. This led to the iTunes online music store in 2003.




Mac OS X 10.0 "Cheetah"
On January 23rd 2006 Disney bought Pixar, making Steve Jobs the largest shareholder and member of the board of directors.

On January 7th 2007, Jobs announced his company’s plans for the iPhone, released June 29th 2007. On this day he also renamed Apple Computer to Apple, as a symbol of extending beyond the computer, into lives and careers as part of the digital age.

Steve Jobs, as visionary behind Apple, has infiltrated Education at all levels not only by introducing innovations, but also by importing popular culture in the digital age, into the technology surrounding the PC.  Thus, impacting the lessons we teach and how we teach them.
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